Meeting Minutes RACI Polymer Division Annual General Meeting

20 February 2024 Location: Auckland Grand Millenium Hotel

Attendees:

e RACI division committee
e RACI Polymer division general members

Final Agenda:

Welcome and Introduction

President's Report

Treasurer's Report

Discussion on communication within the polymer division
Review and Confirmation of Previous AGM Minutes

State Reports

Election of New Committee Members

Any Other Business

. APS39

10. Next Steps and Adjournment
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Meeting Minutes:

1. Welcome and Introduction: The meeting commenced with a warm welcome from the
chairperson, Georgina Such, who introduced the agenda for the day.

2. President's Report: Georgina Such provided a detailed report on the recent activities and
accomplishments of the RACI Polymer Division. Key highlights included:

e Dave Solomon Lectureship of Brigitte Voit finally happened (covid-delayed) and was
very successful with very positive feedback of Prof Voit.

e Development of the new Polymer Division ECR lectureship, first time awarded in
2023

e Celebration of Diversity and Inclusion in the community



3. Treasurer's Report Nathan Boase, the Treasurer, presented the financial report. Key
points included:

No income in 2023

Profit from APS will come in soon

No income in previous years is compensated by low spending over the covid years
Website is a cost factor; we will wait to see how the new RACI websites will look like
to see if we migrate

Over $ 10 K in ECR travel bursaries was given out for APS, with support from PPC
profits

1200 AUD were spent for domestic flights for the Solomon lectures

To date in 2024, the budget is at a loss of roughly 5000 AUD, but this will change
when profits from APS come in.

Stuart Thickett remarked that there should be an extra budget within the polymer
division for the polymer school (formerly CRC), which may still exist with RACI. The
Treasurer followed this up and found the RACI does have an existing account for this
program with 10 K in funds. This will be used to support the next APSS.

4. Discussion on communication within the polymer division

A spontaneous discussion around communication within the division arose
Currently, it is difficult to keep the contact between division members and the
polymer division committee. Tanja Junkers informed that in the last week of Feb
2024 a presentation will be given from the national office in which a novel
framework for emailing the division will be presented. This should make
communication in the future easier.

5. Review and Confirmation of Previous AGM Minutes

The minutes from the previous Annual General Meeting were reviewed and
confirmed without objections. Also, the treasury report and the president’s report
were unanimously passed by the AGM.

6. State Reports: Reports from various committees were presented:

NSW: [Jason]
o Combined event with Solomon lecture
o 1day ECR symposium organized by Peter Wich and Edgar Wong at UNSW
o Also 2024 will see an ECR symposium, possibly in Gosford.
Queensland: [Hendrick] (2)
o Very active year with Solomon lecture



o Extra event in form of a symposium with HDR speakers
o Itis noted that it was great that Brigitte Voit also went to Townsville

e ACT (Luke) 3
o Solomon lecture was a success

e South Australia: [Jasmin] 4
o 2023 a polymer symposium was organized with 60 attendees and high student focus

(prizes!)
e Tasmania (Stuart) (5)
o Polymer summer school will return, this year in Melbourne, organized by
Kristian Kempe and Tanja Junkers in November
e Victoria: [Georgie] (6)
o Dave Solomon lecture was held at both Monash and UoM

7. Election of New Committee Members:
New Secretary of the Polymer Division

e James Blinco was nominated and confirmed unanimously (Justin Chalker indicated
that he will be available to take this position at the next AGM)

Standing committee member elections

e Timothy Scott, Craig Bell and Alexandra Mutch were nominated and confirmed by
acclamation

Student/ECR representative

e Irma Vermeijlen was nominated and confirmed as student representative
e James Wood was nominated and confirmed as ECR representative

e Nathan Boase was reconfirmed as treasurer

e Stuart Thicket was reconfirmed as webmaster

8. Any Other Business:

e Agreat thank you is expressed by the whole community to Georgina, for stepping up in the
last years and the great organization as president

9. Next APS

e Luke Connal informed the division about the plans of the next APS. 39APS will take
place in December 2025 in Canberra, ACT.



10. Next Steps and Adjournment: The meeting concluded with appreciation expressed to
Georgie for her excellent leadership in the past years. The meeting adjourned.



